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JATION

. o traco a speech made by Georgl Dimitrov in France
during,the Spanigh Civil Var regarding the shift 4in the
party line towards the ltalian Fasciat masses.

CONCLUSION

!

: No public appearance of Dimitrev between his release
from Germany in February, 1934 and the conclusion of the
_ Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact in Aurust 1939, could be traced.
A dlscussion of Dimitrov's relation to the Pepular Front
- policy 1g submitted instead. - : : :
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Tt can be assumed that a public appearance of Dimitrov in

- France during the political orises of 1934-1939 would have been
a major event and given publicity im the Comintern press. Simece
Dimdtrov was in reality already leading the Trird International
several months prior to his official appointment as Secretary-
General in Aurust 1935, 1t seems unlikely that ho would have
appcared in person in Franse, sines to do so would have exposed
M. Thores and the Freuch Commmist Party to the reproach of being
controlled by Moscow. : » ‘ \ :

- Dimitrov, nevertheless, played a decisive role in the swing
to the Popular Front policy, and he is represented as its offieial
author. By 1934, the extreme radicalism of the Cominteornm had ‘ ,
brought sbout failure after failure, particularly in Germany and
Bulgarla, An about face was due., This was accomplished under
orders. fram Moscow. The French Communist Party insugurated &
chango in February 193/ and in July of the same year concluded _
an alliance with the Socialists. Socialiat-Commmist co=operation
already existed during the revolt in the Asturias in the autuma
of 1934. A new policy was also imperative with regard to the new"
alignment of the Soviet Union with the western countries, which
mardfeated itself in the discontinuance of the var scare pretense,
the Soviet entry into the League of Natioms, and the alliances with
France and Czechoslovakia. But cooperation with rightewing socialists
and refornists was precisely what the Commmist press had repeatedly
denoumnced as Trotskyism. C , ' ' :

. The outstanding propaganda asset of the Comintern in that
period was Georgl Dimitrov. He hed won worldewide sympathy by
his defense at the Peichstag Fire trial.  He had been given Soviet
citizenship and had gone to the USSR 4n February 1934. He was ‘
considered the appropriste person to inavgurate the new policy N
befors the Seventh Congress of the Commmist Internmational scheduled
for August 1935. Dimltrov also was on record as having been oprosed
%o the left-wing tactics of his omn Bulgarian Section including the
bombiing of the Sofia Cathedral, and was regarded as half traitor by
the Pulgarian Party. o C : :

The change of front was forashadowsd in several articlea published
pri.or to the Seventh Congress. Dimitrov himself rroclaimed as much
in a spesch to foreign workers! delegations in Moscow in May 1935.
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.On August 2, 1938, Dimtrov denvered an eight-hour report
to the Seventh Congress of the cgmunist International in Moscow.
He gave a llarxian analysis of Faseism and tried to explain the
appeal of Fascism to certain asocial atrata. He suggested cocperation
with righte-wing socialists, reformists, and religious and democratie
groups, and advocated congessions to nationalistic feelings.

~He openly admitted that supporit of the Soviet Unilon was the
- paramount aim of the prauietarians all over the world. A chapter
of this report carried the heading "The United Front and the Fascist
kigga Organizations.

o After some catensible discussion - there ;an no longer any roal
°§P°sition within the Party at that tims - tha report was maxﬁmoualy
adopted. .

Pogother with two other speeches nade by Dimitrov during the
Seventh Cobgress, this report becams the basic document for the
Popular Front Policy of the ensuing years. Dimitrov was elected

~ Secretary-General of the Third International and continued in
trla capacity wntil its abolition in 1943.

Betneen 1935 and Auguat 1949 Dimitrcv published a series &f
articles in which he restated and elaborated the ideas of hMs repcrt
~in the light of the ensulng events. Yet, he was quick in defending
the new about-face of Communist policy after the Nolotov-Ridbentrep
Pact and its betrayal of the Spanish allies in an article of Octcber
1939, entitlad. "Commurdam and the !lar."
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SFEFCHFS AND_ARTICIES,BY DINITROV RELATING

TO_THE _POPULAR Fg_o_g;/
. o Ik
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The speeches of Dimitrov at the Seventh Conrress of the
Communist International together with some previous and subsequent
speeches and articles, were given widest rublicity. A collsction
was translated into many langusges and repcatedly reprinted up to
the present time. The Feport to the Seventh Congress was rublished
in Russian, Fnglish, German, French, Italian, Spanish, I'stonian;
Polish, Hungarian, Bulgarian, Lithuanian, Rumanisn, Japaness,.
Chinese, and Xorean. Collections of Dimitrov 's’aspeeches and articles
were rublished as followse ~ ** - = _

Englishz‘ tod 1 tthestr zle agsinat Fg
New York, Internaticnal Publishers, 1938
(Includes speeches from 1935 to 1937.)

t1cleg, Londem, 1951 (In CIA -

Russian: ont protiy faghi
3. Voacom, State Publ
Bulgarian: Ybo ta ont '“’:,%5%{7'{3111
French:
. Ttalians

-~ The following speeches and a;'ticlos ebﬁéerhing the Popuiar Front
Poliey are contained in the above collections (titles quoted from the
New York edition, dates tuken from the original Russian edition)s

¥ay 1935 Speech before the Foreign ﬁ&kéré Delegations in the Hall =
of Columns in Moscow, . : o
August. 2, 1935 The Offonaive' of Fascism and the Tasks of the
Communist International in the Sitruggle for the Unity of the

Working Class against Fascism.” Rerort to the Seventh Congress of
~ the Commmist International. o ST
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- August 13, 1935 S h_at the Discussiop of the Seventh Con 288

August v2(_), 1935  Conclugive Statemént befo he_Seyenth Congre

L Septerber 25, 1935 Speech befare the Sixth Co rops of the Commundst
AN Youth International '

Novenber 16, 1935

February 13, 1936

N

Farch, 1936 - The Unjted Front 1n. the Str v.'le againgt Fascist
Yarmongers (An article on the dceasion of the
Seventh Day of International Solldarity)

ey 1, 1936

Novembar 7, 1936

. Decenber 31, 1936 On_the Threghold of 1937 o o
. March 1937 ~ Ten Year=of the Jom 1 'io Sté;o Qgem

: Io Stato Operaio was the theoretical organ of
. the Ytallan Commmists, published in Paris)

June 4, 1937  Ihg Lessops of A Imerig

| July 18, 1937  Spains Year of Tax

Auvgust 1, 1937 Lfgselsm Megng -Wg; '

e November 7, 1937  The Sovict Union and the Workirig Class of the

- gagiggggticc%tﬁm'

Noveuber 7, 1937

hay 1, 1938
July 18, 1938

September 1938
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SOURCT:S CONSULTFD IN STARCH FOR A SPEFCH IN FRANCE
L, .
_ b
1. AuthorsBidliograrhy s

%egggi Dimitrov, 1887-1949. snémenem gpravechpik,
- (Georgi Dimitrov, a commemcrative book of refersnce)
Sofid, Bulgarski Bibliografsid Institut, 1949 -
(A bibliography of Dimitrov 's major speaches and articlas)
2. Biographies '

a. Curyent Bioorarhy. New z«srk, ﬁilsoh, 1950, irticler
“George Dimitrov® - &s.g

b. Stella Dimit.ron Blagoyava gorgi Dzmitm, g;g gj,
ochgrk. . Moscow, 1951, = . -

c. Obituaries published 1n Franco (Cahig;a de CM'M "
‘and Furope, both of Ju]y 1949. : v

d. Biograrhic files of CIA and the Department of Statoo )
- 3. Hisbnrical Worka B o |
, 8o Frans BwkomW,New York, Duttan, 1939 5

b. Jemes Patrick Hanrehan The History of the Third Inters
. pationgl Washington, 1938. h Georgetosm Univoraity thesis’

o szirzald James Dingh Bsam..m.mlms London. :

‘ H&le, 380

bo Contemporary Poriodic Publications ;(scanned' for the poriod betweon
1934 and 1939) Lo e , _

a. The house organl ot the conintem. ‘

irtgchalt opd Spxtal

b Indexes to The New York Times and The Times of Lendon
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